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This presentation is focused on the stress of the
Russian verb.

It follows the same general procedure of my paper on
Russian noun stress.

| will first review the main principles of Russian stress
opposition, which equally apply to noun and verb.

Next, the stress of the Russian verb system will be
compared and contrasted to that of the noun, by way of
iIntroduction to the subject, after which the various
types of verb stems will be presented in terms of their
accentual properties.



* The vast majority of Russian words—both verbs and
nouns—have constant stress on a fixed stem
syllable in all of their forms. For these words, you just
have to remember where the stress is.

* This type is referred to as type A, e.q. 3aBTpaKkars,
1aKkarb, cTaBuThb, etc.

« This can also be called “lexical” stress: a single
accent mark on a word (lexical item) determines
where the stress is in all its forms.



* |n comparison to type A, Russian stress is more
difficult when the accent is not on the same stem
syllable in all forms.

* These types can be divided into types B and C
for both the noun and verb.

« Both B and C stress types can have end-stress,
defined as stress on the first syllable of the
grammatical ending (desinence). They differ in
that B can also stress the stem-final syllable,
while C can stress the word-initial syllable, in
addition to end-stress.



This is grammatical or morphological stress: grammatical
positions determine stress under certain phonological
conditions.

For the noun, singular and plural forms together are known as
the paradigm. Singular or plural forms viewed separately are
called subparadigms.

The two main subparadigms of the verb are the non-past
(including present and perfective future) and past; other non-
conjugated forms to be looked at in this survey are the
infinitive, imperative, verbal adverb, and past passive
participle.

The two basic types of morphological stress are called type B
and type C for both the noun and verb.



Types B and C each have two possible stress positions:

1. Type B can stress either the ending or the stem-final syllable
(right before the ending).

2. Type C can stress either the ending or the word-initial syllable.

Recalling that type A can stress any stem syllable, here is a
diagram comparing all three, where the underline shows possible
stress for each type:

A: # -....% B:#...... - # C:#_ ... - _#

The above scheme applies to the two major subparadigms of the
noun and verb: nonpast and past. Past passive participles also
have a shared B/C stress type which stresses the next-to-last stem
syllable, e.g.npoyuraH.



Mobile and immobile stress in a subparadigm.

A given subparadigm can have identical stresses in all forms, in which
case we say that the subparadigm has immobile stress.

A subparadigm can also have a single deviating stress, opposed to all the
others in the same subparadigm. In this case, we say that the
subparadigm has mobile stress.

Most instances of stress types B and C in the verb have two predictable
realizations in either subparadigm—one mobile and the other immobile.

In order to understand the Russian stress system, it is essential to be
familiar with the immobile and mobile realizations of types B and C in the
non-past and past tenses.



Immobile and Mobile Stress in Types B and C
Type B immobility and mobility

1. Both in the non-past (present) and past tenses, stress type B can be either immobile or
mobile, depending on certain phonological features of the verb stem. Type B immobility
always means stem-final stress in the Russian verb (e.g. wuraro, ynraelus; cTpurria, cTpursi).

2. Type B mobility in the non-past means end-stress on a single vowel ending (i.e. the 1st
person singular) and stem-final in the other forms (e.g. rpoty ~ npocuwe). Type B mobility in
the past means end-stress on the feminine past ending and stem-final in the other forms (e.g.
3abparia ~ 3abparsm).

Type C immobility and mobility

1. Type C only has immobile end-stress in the non-past (present); it does not have accent
mobility in the non-past tense (e.g. Hecy, Hecéwupb). The type C immobile past stress also has
end-stress (e.q. Hecs10, Hecrn).

2. Type C mobile past tense stress has a single end-stress on the feminine past ending, like
the type B mobile past, but all of the other forms have initial stress in type C, instead of on the
stem-final, as in type B (e.qg. npoxurna ~ npoxui). If the stem only has one syllable, the
difference between initial and stem-final is neutralized and can only be seen if the stem is
prefixed.



B and C Occurrence of Immobile/Mobile Stress

Stress Type

Subparadigm
(Tense)

Immobile Type

Mobile Type

Non-past (Present)

Past Tense

Stem-final

Stem-final ~ end-
stress on single
vowel ending , e.g.
1st person singular:
rpo-CULLIb ~
rpoLyy (-V#)

Stem-final ~end-
stress on feminine
past ending —/a
(3abparu
~3abparia

Non-past (Present)

Past Tense

End-stress (#ecér,
Hecs10)

(No C Mobility in
Non-past)

Initial ~ end-stress
(poxxurim ~
[POXM/18)




It may be recalled that the noun can have different
realizations of accent types B and C, which depend on
certain declensional endings, such as the genitive case for
accent type B and the nominative case for accent type C.

For example, if the subparadigmatic genitive is zero, then
noun B stress is predictably realized as stem-final; but, if
the genitive is not zero, then the B stress is final in the
subparadigm. Type C has similar relations to the form of
the nominative case.



In the Russian verb, there are two main factors that determine the
value of type B and C stress. They often correlate with the choice
of a mobile or immobile stress pattern.

1. Stem length—the number of syllabic morphemes in the stem, not

counting the prefix.

« A. Long stems have syllabic roots plus a vocalic suffix, i.e. two
syllabic stem morphemes.
B. Short stems have either a syllabic root or a syllabic suffix,
but not both, and in some cases neither; i.e. they contain fewer
than two syllabic stem morphemes.

2. The second main factor is the sonority of the stem-final

segment. Long stems can only end in a vowel or sonorant.

« Short stems can end in a vowel, sonorant, or obstruent. Thus, a
short stem can end in a higher sonority final (vowel/sonorant), or
a lower sonority final (obstruent).

* Let us now look at some examples.



» The two criteria of stem length and stem final can be shown in the following

charts with examples:

Verb Stem

Length Types

Long:
Two post-prefix syllabic morphemes:
syllabic root + syllabic suffix (npocu-na)

Short:

One post-prefix syllabic morpheme:

1. Unsuffixed syllabic root (Hec-y)

2. Unsuffixed syllabic root with deleted suffix
(npoc-ur)

3. Non-syllabic root + syllabic suffix (Bp-€r,
Bpa-na)

Short Stem

Sonority Types

Low sonority final:
Basic stem ends in obstruent consonant.
(nek-y, nek-na; Hec-y, Hec-na)

High sonority final:

1. Basic stem ends in vowel (Bpa-na)
2. Basic stem ends in sonorant (cTan-y,
XWUB-Y, Ha4ya-na, Xu-na, nnbl-na)




« This gives us two binary features:
* 1. Long stem vs. short stem

« 2. Low sonority final vs. high sonority final
 The basic stress rule for B and C in the two verb tenses is as follows:

Basic Definitions of Type B and C Values for Non-past and Past Tenses

Non-past Tense

B = Mobile for Short Stems

B = Immobile for Long Stems

C= End-stressed
(Single realization of stress in C Non-past)

Past Tense

B/C = Mobile for Short High Sonority
Stems

B/C = Immobile for Long or Low
Sonority Stems




We shall now look at the various patterns of A, B, and C stress that occur.
First they will be considered separately for the non-past and the past
tenses.

The reasons for variation (such as stem length and stem-final) will be
indicated. It will be seen that our chart of the two major parameters can
predict a large number of stress variations, using the minimal designations
of B and C. This is the alternative to stress systems which do not establish
systematic rules but list large numbers of stress types, many of which are
predictable.



Non-past Realizations of Stress Types A, B, C.

Stress Type: A B Short Stem: B Long Stem: Immobile C Immobile Non-past (All
Fixed Stress Mobile (-am- & -ein- suffixes) types)

Non-past Non-past Non-past Non-past | Non-past Non-past Non-past
Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular

1 cTasnio 1 nésy 1 npowy 1 yuTaro 1 6enéto 1 Hecy 1 roBoptd
2 cTaBUWb 2 nésellb 2 npocUuLlb 2 yntaelwb | 2 benéewb |2 HeCElWb 2 roBOpuLLb
3 cTaBut 3 néset 3 npocut 3 uutaetr |3 6enéet 3 Hecer 3 roBopuT
Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural

1 cTaBum 1 nésem 1 npécum 1 yntaem |1 6enéem 1 Hecém 1 roBopum
2 cTaBute 2 nésete 2 npbéeute 2 yntaete |2 benéete 2 HecéTe 2 roBopuTe
3 cTaaT 3 nésyr 3 npocat 3 yutart | 3 6enétoT 3 HecyT 3 roBopAT

Note: the non-past tense of untalto, etc., looks like it should belong to type A, fixed
stress. However, the past passive participle form has a mobile stress shift to the pre-
suffixal vowel (-untan-), disqualifying it as a type A.




Past Tense Realizations of Stress Types A, B, C.

Stress Type: A B Immobile Past | B Immobile Past | B Mobile Past B Mobile Past

Fixed Stress Long Stem: Low sonority: Non-syllabic Unsuffixed sonorant
Syllabic suffixed | Unsuffixed suffixed stem. stem.

obstruent stem

Past Past Past Past Past Past

Singular Singular | Singular Singular Singular Singular

M cTtasun M nés M npocun M cTpur M 3abpan M 3annbin

N ctasuno N nésno | N npocuno N cTpurno N 3abpano N 3annbino

F ctaBuna F nésna |F npocuna F cTtpurna F 3abpana F 3annbina

Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural

cTaBunu M néann | npocunu CTpUrnu 3abpanu 3annsinm

C Immobile Past: C Mobile Past

Unsuffixed Low Sonority
(Obstruent) Stem (even

when obstruent is deleted).

Unsuffixed High Sonority
(Sonorant) Stem (&
Suppletives ga-(Tb), 6b1-(Tb)

Past Past Past Past
Singular Singular Singular Singular
M Héc M mén M np&xun M 3apan
N Hecné N mend N npoxmno N 3agano
F Hecna F mena F npoxuna F 3agana
Plural Plural Plural Plural
Hecnmn Menn np&XmMnm 3aganu




Non-past and past stress subparadigms have been presented separately
in the above tables, since they follow somewhat different rules for the
realization of B and C types.

Our next step is to consider a double letter designation for verb stress,
where the first letter (A, B, C) represents the non-past, and the second
letter shows past tense stress.

If we attempt to inventory the major stress patterns in this way, we cam
see that the inventory is divided into two main groups of verb stems.

The large group of stems never admits accentual mobility in the past
tense (including A, B, and C past tense subparadigms), due to past
stems that are either of the long type or less sonorous, obstruent type.

The second group of stems has mobility in any past tense occurrence of
B or C stress and includes short and more sonorous stems.



Sample Inventory of Non-past and Past Stress Types

Group I: Types B and C admit only
immobile stress in the past tense.

a. Non-suffixed obstruent stems.

b. Suffixed stems with syllabic root (CVC-
V-)

(c. If stem is long in the non-past, then B
non-past is also immobile.)

Group Il: Types B and C only mobile
stress in the past tense.

a. Non-suffixed sonorant stems.

b. Suffixed stems with non-syllabic root
(CC-a-)

AA |éz-, stavi-, plaka-, délaj-

BB prosi-, pisa-, verte-, kolo-

(BB immobile non-past: Citaj-, belej-)
CC gr'ob-, n'os-, v'oz-, p'ok-

BC mog-, (po)-mog-

CB gryz-, pad-, krad-, govori-

AA stan-, duj-, dén-
BB g/na- (short past stem only)

CC (na)-C/n-, ziv-, (u)-m/r-
BC (s)-nim-, (ob)-nim-, (pod)-nim-
CB (za)-C/n-, (so)-vra-




Sample Full Paradigms

AA AA AA AA

Non-past Past Non-past Past Non-past Past Non-past Past

Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular

1 cTaenio M ctaBun 1 nésy M nés 1 pénato M nénan 1 cTany M ctan

2 CTaBULLb N ctasuno 2 nésellb N nésno 2 npénaewb N génano 2 CTaHelb N ctano

3 ctaBut F cTtasuna 3 nésert F néana 3 nénaert F pénana 3 cTaHeTt F ctana

Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural

1 cTaBum cTaBunu 1 nésem nésnu 1 nénaem aénanu 1 cTaHem cTanu

2 cTaBute 2 nésete 2 nénaete 2 cTaHeTte

3 cTaBaT 3 nésyTt 3 génarot 3 CTaHyT

i-suffixed stem Unsuffixed Obstruent -aj-suffixed stem Unsuffixed Sonorant Stem
Stem

BB BB BB

Non-past Past Non-past Past Non-past Past

Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular Singular

1 npowuy M npocwun 1 yutaro M uutan 1 rOHI0 M rHan

2 npéculb N npocuno 2 yntaelwob N umtano 2 réHUWb N rHano

3 npbécut F npocuna 3 untaert F untana 3 rOHUT F rnana

Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural Plural

1 npécum npocunm 1 yutaem YynuTanu 1 rOGHUM rHanu

2 npécute 2 yutaete 2 réHuTe

3 npécar 3 unTtaiTt 3 roHAT

i-suffixed stem -aj-suffixed stem Irregular i-suffixed and C/C-a- stem

Mobile B Non-past & Immobile B Past | Immobile B Non-past & Past Mobile B Non-past & Past




CcC
Non-past
Singular

1 3aHecy

2 3aHecéllb
3 3aHeceT
Plural

1 3aHecEéMmM
2 3aHeceTe
3 3aHecyT

Past
Singular
M 3aHéec

N 3aHecno6
F 3aHecna
Plural
3aHecnn

CC
Non-past
Singular

1 HayHy

2 HaYHELWb
3 Ha4HeT
Plural

1 HAYHEM
2 Ha4HETEe
3 Ha4YHyT

Past
Singular
M Hauan
N Hayano
F Hauana
Plural
Ha4Yanm

Unsuffixed Obstruent Stem
Immobile C Non-past & Past

Unsuffixed Sonorant Stem
Immobile C Non-past & Mobile C Past

BC
Non-past
Singular

1 nomory

2 nomoxXellb
3 nomoxeT
Plural

1 nomoXem
2 nomoxeTe
3 nomoryT

Past
Singular

M nomér

N nomorno
F nomorna
Plural
NnoMornmn

BC
Non-past
Singular

1 0BHUMY

2 0bHMMeLb
3 obHUmeT
Plural

1 obHNMEM
2 0bHMMeTE
3 oOHNMYT

Past
Singular
M 66HsN
N 66HsANO
F obHana
Plural
ObHANM

Unsuffixed Obstruent Stem

Mobile B Non-past & Immobile C Past

Unsuffixed Sonorant Stem
Mobile B Non-past & Mobile C Past




CB

Non-past Past
Singular Singular
1 ykpagy M ykpan
2 yKpagéuwb N ykpano
3 YKpaner F ykpana
Plural Plural

1 ykpagem yKpanm

2 yKpagete

3 ykpagyT

CB

Non-past Past
Singular Singular

1 HasoBYy M HasBan
2 Ha30BELWb N Ha3Bano
3 Ha30BET F Ha3Ba;a
Plural Plural

1 Ha30BEM Has3Banu

2 Ha30BETEe

3 Ha3oByT

Unsuffixed Obstruent Stem
Immobile C Non-past & Immobile B Past

Non-syllabic Suffixed Stem
Immobile C Non-past & Mobile B Past

Note: the choice of B or C past stress for sonorant stems determines
whether the final feminine stress alternates with stem-final or initial. In
some verbs, this is a matter of free variation and stylistics. In other
verbs, the same stem can have specific meanings associated with a B
or C past. For example the B past stress (3amunia, 3armirs, 3aminm) is
used in the meaning ‘wash food down with a drink,” while the C past of
the same stem (3aruna, 3anvn, 3armsav) means ‘drink to excess,

become an alcoholic’.




Comments on forms outside the non-past and past tenses:
infinitive, imperative, and verbal adverb

Verbs do not differentiate B and C types in the imperative. The
stress usually is the same as that of the first person singular non-
past, the form in which B and C types usually coincide as end-
stressed.

Imperative stress is related to the choice of —/or zero as the
imperative ending. When the B or C stress types use the —/ending,
it is stressed; when the zero ending is used (in B/C stems ending
in —/, except for —/- suffixed stems), the stress is stem-final (e.g.
rieku(te), rosopu(rte), npocu(te), pou(rte), but pucyu(re),
yuran(re), etc.

The stress of the present gerund (geenpuyactune) follows the same
rule (e.q. roBopsi, npocs, posi, pUcys, YNTas).



« The real reason behind the coincidence of the forms of
the first person singular non-past, the imperative, and
the present gerund lies in the fact that these three forms
all have a simple vowel ending of the type —l/%

* A number of gerunds are lexical exceptions and have
irregular stresses, which cannot be predicted by the
general rules (the best known being cros, n1éxa, cugs),
all of which should be end-stressed by the usual rules, in
view of their end-stressed present tense.



 Like the imperative, infinitive stress generally
depends on whether the infinitive ending has a zero
vowel or the vowel -i.

* If the infinitive ending is —ti, the ending is stressed.
The infinitive stress is closely related to that of the
past tense.

* Verbs with past tense B stress and past mobile C
stress have infinitive stress on the stem-final
syllable, but verbs with past tense C end-stress
(except velars) have the stressed —#/ending (e.g.
[POCUTh, FOBOPUTL, HAYATb, PbI3Th, [14CTb, TEYH,
but rpecru, Hectu, Be3Th).



Past passive participle

The stress of the past passive participle (PPP for short)
depends on whether the stem is short (or truncated) or long
(with an undeleted suffix vowel).

When a short stem occurs in the PPP form, the stress follows
the A, B or C past tense stress for unsuffixed verbs (obstruent
or sonorant) (ykpa4geHo, rnpuHeceHo).

But, the stress follows the A, B, or C non-past tense stress for
short stems with a deleted —/-suffix (orpoLuero,
[PUroBOPEHO).

When a long stem occurs, with an intact suffix vowel, the
stress retracts to the stem-penult position in both B and C
types, but not in A, since the A type retains its stress position
In the entire paradigm, including the PPP. These situations
can be illustrated as follows:



1. Short or truncated stem in the PPP form.

« A. Unsuffixed obstruent and sonorant stems: PPP matches the past tense stress.

-‘on PPP suffix for obstruent stems

A past stress:
pereléz-‘on-(a)
nepenéseHa
Cf. nepenésna

B past stress:
ukrad-‘on-(a)
yKpageHa

Cf. ykpana

C past stress:
prines-‘on-0
NpUHECEHO
Cf. npuHecno

-t PPP suffix for sonorant stems
A past stress:

odé-t-a

ogéTa

Cf. onéna

B past stress:

za-Ca-t-o~za-Ca-t-a

3ayaTto~3avaTa

Cf. 3ayano~3avana

C past stress:
pro-zi-t-o~pro-zi-t-a
NPOXUTO~NPOXKNTA

Cf. npoxuno~npoxuna

- B. Truncated —/-suffix stems: PPP matches the non-past tense stress.

A non-past stress:
ras-kupor-‘on-(a)
packynopeHa

Cf. packynopuna

B non-past stress:
o-prés-‘on-(a)
onpoLleHa

Cf. onpbeut

C non-past stress:
pri-govor-‘on-0
NpUroBopeHo

Cf. npurosoput




« 2. Undeleted suffix in the PPP form: A retains its fixed stress, but B
and C merge with retracted, stem-penult stress.

A (non-past) stress: B (non-past) stress: C (non-past) stress:
vos-trébovan(a) organizévan(a) s-kovan(a)
BOCTpéboBaH(a) opraHmnsoBaH(a) ckOBaH(a)
o-plakan(a) na-pisan(a) osméjan(a)
onnakaH(a) HanncaH(a) OCMEsH(a)
do-stignut(a) za-t'anut(a) s-télknut(a)
AOCTUrHyT(a) 3aTtaHyT(a) CTONKHYT(a)
u-viden(a) pere-smotren(a) pere-sizen(a)
yBnaeH(a) nepecmMoTpeH(a) nepecmxeH(a)




* Thanks for your attention.



